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Kingsway Christian School, since 1977, has been a studentfocused, family-oriented institution. Thanks to the grace of
the Lord, the leadership and wisdom of our School Board as
well as the support and partnership of Kingsway Christian
Church, our 43rd year of glorifying Christ through faith inspired
learning and leadership is set to be another leap toward an
even brighter future. Our mission is focused on the entire KCS
community, the Chargers, parents, alumni, staff, administration,
and School Board and we will not compromise on living
out our values: Love God, Love Others, Love Learning. The
pandemic has given us another reason to evaluate processes
and procedures and the Lord has used these unique times to
confirm the validity and importance of much of our existing
program AND to discover new and exciting opportunities to
strengthen the health of our KCS community for years to come.
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A NOTE FROM KCS
HEAD OF SCHOOL
DR. JULIE GIARDINO

Dear Charger Family,
I am happy to announce 2020-2021 back to school plans. It is finally time to get back to community and back to learning!
The desire to preserve student health and safety is not new to Kingsway Christian School. It has always been our practice
to have a secure, healthy school. Our recent past has been spent examining and attending to our learning environments
by enhancing internal communication systems, reducing clutter, updating furniture, creating modular environments, and
improving overall cleanliness. Safety, security, and health will always be an important part of KCS operations. We have studied
the data and read the narrative. We have prayed steadily for God’s wisdom and guidance for a plan that reflects His gift of
protection and acts on due diligence and wise counsel for the betterment of our school.
The entire KCS staff and leadership are committed to keep our school environment healthy and secure so students can
grow in physical, emotional, spiritual, social and academic realms. The plan you are about to review is intended to bring an
understanding of how KCS school days will look during the 2020-2021 school year. This plan is the result of several weeks of
discussions, prayer, and study of current information as well as evaluating past experience. Our plan simply reflects our desire
to keep the Charger culture intact while continuing to strengthen the healthy learning environments for students.
KCS is uniquely positioned, thus you may note differences from other recently published re-open plans. God has provided a
unique physical environment for our students. We are planning to leverage all the physical space God has provided to our
advantage. Given that our building is situated on over 60 acres and provides internal space of 110,000 square feet with 10 ft.
wide hallways in most areas, we are poised to deliver exciting and complete programs that cannot be delivered in the same
way by other schools in Hendricks County. We are committed to use every good gift God has provided to achieve the mission
He has called us to pursue.
As you review this plan, keep in mind that there are many documents that were consulted to create a complete approach
to the 2020-2021 school year. Feel free to review the publicly available documents in the attached appendix if that is a
productive exercise for your family. The Executive Leadership Team at KCS will continue to monitor conditions locally and
regionally as the year progresses. KCS will prayerfully walk in wisdom and with caution as we go forward. We will not operate
in fear, but we will continue to develop realistic approaches for addressing issues as they arise. Of course, we will regard
mandates declared by our Governor or other officials. I ask that we all remain flexible and responsive to the context as reality
will dictate our need to respond.
As always, I welcome your questions and conversations. You are our partners and I appreciate your trust and dedication to
Christian education. You have consistently demonstrated the value of KCS through your sacrifice and love. Our teachers are
excited! Let’s go back to school together. July 30 can’t get here soon enough!
With strong love and honor to the One who sustains,
Julie Giardino, Ed. D.
Head of School | Kingsway Christian School
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THE STUDENT
EXPERIENCE
CLASSROOM &
HALLWAY LOGISTICS
We celebrate:
• First hour advisory time in every classroom at every level with
a staff mentor who will create safe space for student social,
emotional, and spiritual health development
• Relocation of fifth grade into the elementary space to allow
them more freedom of movement, less hallway overlap, and
the addition of recess to their schedules
• Addition of individual cubbies for elementary students to keep
personal belongings separated
• Elementary classrooms with sinks to be frequently used for
student handwashing
• Expansion of classroom-based supplies to accomplish
individual material distribution and limit sharing
• Establishment of one-way directional movement, where
possible throughout the building to limit grouping and
bunching of students
• Installation of bottle fillers replacing water fountains
• Installation of hand sanitizer stations outside of each
classroom to provide access to students and training for
proper use
• Distribution of laptop computers on a 1:1 basis for grade 4-8
• New technology systems at most grade levels to allow
students to view most classes virtually each day if students are
absent due to illness or quarantine
• Extended eLearning for children who require a home
environment
• Rescheduling of Chapel into three groups: PK-2, 3-5, 6-8 to
help with seating and appropriate content delivery
• Maintaining small class sizes which already provide adequate
personal space in classrooms and better access to time and
attention from the instructor
• Preschool buckets and folders are being replaced by digital
communications

ATHLETICS, RECESS, &
EXTRACURRICULARS
• Athletic seasons to be run as scheduled following specific
guidelines laid out by IHSAA (see detailed document in
appendix)
• Mini sports to be run as scheduled with a new launch of
mini basketball
• Temporary restriction of non-KCS students in activities and
athletics
• Expansion of play space and equipment to include field use
for recess grades 3-5
• Student Council, National Junior Honor Society, Robotics,
and other clubs to be run quarterly as scheduled

• Certified athletic trainers, dedicated to KCS, for
all athletic contests (no outside agency contacts)

CURRICULUM, FIELD
TRIPS, & SPECIALS
• Full complement of electives and EPIC electives (with
possible trip modifications) for middle school students
• Expansion of language arts and math core learning time
for all grades, each day with less movement between
classrooms
• Expansion of technology courses and designated
schedules for grades 5-8 (all students keyboard, all
students code, all students have opportunities for
robotics)
• Implementation of newly adopted language arts
curriculum, school wide
• Reconsidering, rescheduling, or relocating field trips
when possible for spring semester so that actual context
can be considered
• Two sets of large locker rooms where changing for PE can
safely be accomplished
• Increased instruction on health and safety from our PE
Department, school nurse, teachers and staff
• Full usage of specials meeting spaces to accommodate
cleaning in between sessions (4 STEM labs, 2 computer
labs, 2 music rooms, 1 large band space, 2 gyms (4 locker
rooms), expanded art room)

LUNCH
• Lunch periods will be spaced appropriately with assigned
seating and properly distanced intervals.
• Microwaves will not be available during first quarter
• Avon Lunch program will be the same as it has been,
with more attention to prewrapped items.
• Vending machines have been removed from the building
• After Care attendees will need to furnish their own after
school snacks.

FACE COVERINGS
KCS intends to address the decision about wearing face
coverings at school as additional information develops. Our
desire is to offer a safe learning environment that does not
require wearing of face coverings but encourages them for
those who need to or choose to wear them. For now, please
take this opportunity to consult your family pediatrician for
advice on whether a face covering is necessary or desirable
for your child. If a face covering is needed, please request
your doctor’s training on how to wear it, how to clean it, and
how to know when it should be worn. Unless a government
mandate requires a change in this procedure, we will
continue to encourage parents to consult their physician to
make wise medical choices for their child’s specific health
conditions.
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THE PARENT
EXPERIENCE
Help us keep KCS healthy by:
• Daily praying for our school and its leadership and staff as
we pursue the KCS mission
• Executing daily health screening checklist and decisions to
keep sick children home for 72 hours after any COVID 19
symptoms dissipate.
• Accurately reporting to our main office when children are
absent
• Understanding that building visitors will be restricted to the
main office for the foreseeable future
• Willingness to report when any family member has been
exposed to contagious disease (such as COVID 19) or has
travelled to hot spots out of state or out of the country
• Planning for open calendars for spring rescheduling of
events and field trips
• Developing a family plan that includes family response to
government closures, need for individual quarantine or care
for children should KCS experience the need to temporarily
restrict on site attendance for cleaning
• Supplying a refillable water bottle for each of your children,
preferably without an exposed straw
• Supplying a yoga mat for grades 5-8 PE class and cleaning it
weekly
• Designating a laptop charging station and cleaning area in
your home for grade 5-8 (see technology agreement)
• Committing to proper drop off and pick up routines
• Providing evidence of negative COVID 19 testing or a
doctor release when a child has been exhibiting COVID 19
symptoms, has been diagnosed with COVID 19, or has been
quarantined because of family exposure to COVID 19 in
order to return to on site learning (per CDC guidelines).
• Reducing required parent purchased school supplies list for
all grades
• Preschool parents will enter through Door 5 and drop their
child off at the classroom door

• Creating an emergency pick up plan that
includes getting to your child within 30 minutes
of the nurse’s call for a sick child to get home

Parents,
It would be wise to anticipate familiar schooling
schedules, while designing a plan for your
family response if an eLearning day were to
be necessary for sanitation purposes. Our
healthy building status will depend on parents
faithfully checking children for symptoms before
they come to school. If your children are sick,
it is critically important that you keep them
home until they are well. The decision-making
checklist is below for your use.

SHOULD I SEND
MY CHILD TO
SCHOOL?
If your child is displaying any of these symptoms, your
child should not attend school.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fever or chills
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Fatigue
Muscle or body aches
Headache
New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea
Conjunctivitis

Please note: Your child should also remain fever free
(without the aid of a fever reducer) for 72 hours before
returning to school.
Visit the CDC website for more information about
COVID-19 and its symptoms.

DROP-OFF
Multiple entry doors established to prevent grouping and
bunching on entry and exit (see building map)
• Door 4 for middle school students
• Door 5 for preschool students and guests
• Door 6 for elementary students
• Door 10 for band students carrying instruments
• Door 12 for kindergarten and before care students
• No vestibule waiting; students go directly to classrooms
beginning at 7:40 am
• Before Care opens at 7:00 am
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CHILD CHECK-IN

THE STAFF
EXPERIENCE
Our staff commits to a healthy school. They will:
• Pray daily for families and with your students
• Use health check list before arriving at school and stay
at home when exhibiting any symptoms of COVID 19.
• Reschedule morning staff meetings to afternoons to
provide adequate classroom supervision as students
arrive
• Re-stage classroom supplies to provide individual
storage and limit sharing
• Use digital means to replace paper communications,
assessments, and homework assignment notebooks
• Train students in proper handwashing techniques,
regular use of hand sanitizer when handwashing is not
available
• Set routines for management of intermittent cleaning
of student spaces between groups
• Limit shared materials in all student spaces, when
shared materials are unavoidable, set routines for
quarantine of materials between uses
• Assist with schedule changes and internal substituting
responsibilities

RESPONSIVE
MEASURES
90%
ATTENDANCE

We will begin response plans to
place students in cohorts and
limit inter-classroom crossover
contacts.
Any reported live cases of
COVID-19 will require KCS
to report to the CDC per
their guidelines. Closure and
eLearning may occur for 2-3
days while deep sanitizing cycles
are repeated.

• Arrange classroom to allow for adequate
space between students
• Create assigned seating charts where
students face the same direction
• Prepare eLearning plans that can be
quickly executed with quality, should the
need arise
• Include quarantined students virtually,
with live formats when possible
• Stay current and informed about healthy
building practices and local conditions
• Create outdoor learning experiences in
any content possible
• Create a warm and loving environment
that accepts the use of face coverings
where needed
• Follow building movement plans for “one
way” streets
• Host faculty run extension clubs for after
school care in place of outside agency run
programming
• Provide dedicated on-site health services
and a dedicated experienced Nurse;
adaptations have been made to the
nurse’s office to create an isolation space
for when students are not feeling well.

In addition to our re-opening plan, we
have designed an addendum to our crisis
management plan so we can modify internal
operations if needed. Our schedules inside the
building will be determined by the health and
wellness of our students. To this end, KCS will
be maintaining a daily log on healthy school
status which will list reasons for absence.
Decisions about internal changes will depend
on the combination of attendance metrics
and responses to the local context. While
it is not our desire to impose restrictions on
the school learning day, it will be necessary if
we find absence and illness rates increasing.
Disruption of any school day negatively
impacts families and student learning. We are
committed to keeping as familiar a schedule
and learning day as is feasible.
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Helpful Resources
American Association of Pediatrics Information for Parents on HealthyChildren.org:
• Returning to School During COVID-19
• Guidance Related to Childcare During COVID-19
• Guidance on Providing Pediatric Well-Care During COVID-19
• List of latest AAP News articles on COVID-19
• Pediatrics COVID-19 Collection
From the CDC
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Considerations for Schools
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: School Decision Tree
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Activities and Initiatives Supporting the COVID Response
Symptoms of COVID 19
• https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
• https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms.pdf
Handwashing
• https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
From OSHA:
• https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA4045.pdf
From Indiana State Board of Education:
In Class
• https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T1nQj3BrQRtT5QXVcVLGel14bOd5dSClWRggPuPE5dg/edit
FAQ answers
• https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rlg8Dr5Rt5bxH8iq8oc4XsRUjoaxaPQrOVOY_CAaYEc/edit
From IHSAA:
• https://www.ihsaa.org/Portals/0/ihsaa/documents/news%20media/2019-20/060520.pdf?ver=2020-06-05-190938-313
• https://www.ihsaa.org/Portals/0/ihsaa/documents/news%20media/2019-20/050420.PhysicalFormGuidance.pdf?ver=2020-05-04-205926-503
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